                    


                                                 THE WALK THROUGH THE WOODS





             Walk down through the garden by the left side of the house or go diagonally right after 


            going over the stile in the wall into the field or go through the gate on the drive into the  


            field .The field and garden route will join near the end of the field.


        


            


            In the garden follow the path , past the pond and  fir trees along the river,until the path joins 


            the field gate , then go through it into the field and go right towards the end of the field 


            where there is a gate which you go through.Immediately after you will see an old track going 


             diagonally down to the right. This takes you down to the river and some pools. 





             


             Cross over the old track and go past the holly and fir trees  on the left


             and walk up the steep track passing some bird boxes, being careful not to disturb them


             in case they are nesting.





             


             At the top you'll see the old water pipe track that used to take water to Wray village -turn 


             right and go along this track ,passing where the rhodedendrons have been managed.If you 


             turn left you can walk back along the track towards the fenced water plant.








             Just before a big step like formation on the left, take the path to the right going  steeply 


             down passing the remains of the original track which slipped down after the Wray flood.   


             You have now reached the gorge . It is very mossy with huge boulders and holes-be very


             careful as there are cliffs . 








             You can now wind down to the river to your right where there is a little beach and pool or 


              you can keep left on the path going down through the woods passing some black poplars.


              Look out for their lovely criss cross pattern on the bark.








             Walk with the river on your right over a little wooden plank over a stream , past some fir


             trees until the gate going into the meadow called "Low Holme". You might have seen the


             old water pipe bridge on the left just before the gate. Keep to the  right in the field and at the


            end of the field there is a gate to the left going  into the orchard area. Look out for the


             Countryside Stewardship Maps on posts giving you plenty of choice for walks. 


             


             At the gate: you can either turn right to go over the footbridge over the Roeburn and stay on 


             the public footpath all the way up through the farm, and turn right onto the Roeburndale 


             West road and go to Wray  or


             turn left and follow the public footpath up into the woods and fields and then left onto the 


             Roeburndale East road towards Wray when on the tarmac or


             carry on straight ahead with the river on your right all the way up the valley till you meet the


            permissive footpath signs which take you to Barking Bridge and Roeburndale West road. 


               








               


                If you decide to carry on straight ahead through the orchard you'll pass the old ruins of the


                farm house. You might see some old kitchen tiles. There are remains of a pigsty  behind 


                the new barn which Rod has built. In the river there are the remains of a brick tank that


                used to collect the run off from the midden.





                Walk along the left hand side of the river to the gate.You can get back into the woods over


                a stile just to the left of the gate  where there is a footpath sign.You can go left back to


                Wray here. If you  turn right you can follow the permissive footpath signs--the deer head


               - and discover the track that goes all the way up to Barking Bridge.





                If you go through the field "High Holme" you will be taking the lower track and when you


                reach the gate this will take you into a wood that is next to the river. Look for the tall pine


                trees , some cut rhodedendrons being managed, and the old Wray water supply tanks on


                the right now covered over.





                Walk on towards the camping barn  and before the swing bridge , join the permissive 


                footpath --the signs are on the left of the track and then the path runs along the left hand


                side of the river on towards Barking Bridge. You can always go back on any of the tracks


                heading back to Wray.


                


